Code: Science:III:5:3

Benchmark: 

Describe general factors regulating  population size in ecosystems. (habitat, disease, competition, floods) 

Students will: 

· Predict how specific changes within the environment may increase/decrease a population’s size

· Analyze how specific human activities may affect population sizes
· Identify the environmental (biotic or abiotic) factors that may affect the carrying capacity of a population
Performance Objective:

· Graph the relationship between preditor and prey.

· Predict the effects of deforestation.

· Define carrying capacity, then using bacteria cultures observe the boom and bust life cycle of selected bacteria.

Example:

· Moose/Wolf population of an island population

· Watch a video of deforestation of the rain forest and predict the effects

· Bacteria lab

