Code: Science:III:5:5

Benchmark: 

Describe how carbon and soil nutrients cycle through selected ecosystems.

Students will: 

· Analyze the process of how plants take common nutrients and build organic compounds.

· Describe how plants and animals use organic compounds for growth, maintenance, and reproduction (include respiration and photosynthesis).

· Illustrate how these compounds are broken down (decomposers) and cycled through the living and non-living parts of the environment.

Performance Objective:

· Use drawings of carbon cycles and diagrams of resp/photo. to describe where the molecules of carbon go.

· Describe what would happen to the cycles if there were no decomposers.

